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STARBECK METHODISTCHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES

THURSDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2008

7.00PM

The meeting opened with devotions led by Nick Witham.

PRESENT: Anne Hoole, Julia Mosley, Jenny Smith, Joyce Routh, Christine Robson, Jenny Lillie, George Lillie, Mark Godfrey, Carole Nowell, Doreen Thompson, Alan Johnson, Robin Wilkinson, Robert Allen, Geoff Wilkinson, Kathryn Smith, Edward Smith, Judith Dewhurst, Andrew Batchelor, Christine Binks, Malcolm Binks.

APOLIGIES: Shirley Clark, Sue Lynch, Joseph Smith, Mike Clipston, Audrey Johnson.

Peter Hoole has decided to retire from Church Council after 8 years, and had written a letter of resignation, which was read to the meeting.

Nick read out the list of church representatives on Church Council.

The Minutes of the previous meeting (Feb 2008) were approved and signed.

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

CIRCUIT INFORMATION & KNARESBORUGH CIRCUIT AMALMAGATION:

The preliminary discussions have begun, however as yet there has not been much progress. We at Starbeck are the nearest geographically to Knaresborough. There was concern that we would lose Nick, however this would not be the case. It was suggested that this could only be a positive approach as we would be part of a bigger team and could support each other.

The property at Forest Lane is still unsold; there has been discussion however as to whether to ‘Let’ the property. 

David Hunt (the new Deacon) and his wife are to live in the Knaresborough Manse.

A short discussion followed regarding the closure of Grove Road and the merger of Bar with Grove Road, there is a possibility of there being brand new premise for the merger, however, this is to be discussed at their respective Church Council. Architects are currently discussing conversions for the Grove road property.

Regarding Wesley Chapel, there have been discussions that perhaps a partnership approach of use within the building. There had been a meeting on Wednesday 15th October where there was shown a lot of interest, however, nothing definite has been decide as yet.

REPORTS & RECOMMENDATIONS: FINANCE: Edward supplied a financial statement up to the year end (Aug 2007 – 2008). We did end up with a deficit, & our main concern seems always to be the low amount we receive in collections. It was pointed out that our giving should cover our assessment; Malcolm suggested that the figures should be made aware to the Church congregation.

Edward was thanked for all his hard work over the last 5 years, and he then handed over to Andrew Batchelor who is now the new Church Treasurer. 

Andrew then gave a current report. Andrew repeated similar to Edwards’s comments regarding the budget and suggested that we do not ‘sweep the financial difficulties under the carpet’. However, he did report our very strong church room lettings with only one afternoon in the week not taken.

Recommendations of Authorised signatures of our church:

Andrew Batchelor, Edward Smith, Chris Binks, Aline Nowell & Geoff Wilkinson.

PROPERTY: The roof has been cleaned, so we should now, not suffer the moss falling and causing many clean up operation before services etc. 

The pointing has been done at the front of the church and it was found that the copingstones and the flashing needed repairing, so a decision was made to have the work done at the same time.

The metal windows have not been repaired because of the bad weather during the summer.

FIRE SAFETY: We do comply with regulations; however, concern was again raised regarding the exit at the back of the church, the steps are very steep and would prove a difficult exit particularly for older people during an evacuation. A site visit has been made by a surveying company, they have looked at the plans and photos and will do a further site visit before giving their report. 

SAFEGUARDING: There is now a new Officer Doug Baker, Rob encouraged all to contact him with any concerns they may have. 

Nick reported to the meeting that there is an ample supply of the safeguarding leaflets for every one.

HEALTH & SAFETY:  To progress the fire exits & Nick promised a fire drill practise at some point (probably after a service).

PASTORAL: Ann Hoole gave the following report:

The last meeting was 14 October with 13 members present.

Pauline Mulholland and Hazel Saunders have resigned from their role as pastoral visitors and letters of thanks have been sent.

Some of the lists have been reorganised but most are working well, any problems were discussed.

Carole Nowell has taken over as Cradle Roll secretary.

Six new members were welcomed into the church family on 5 October – Sophie Witham, Laura Sutton, Claire Pearson, Catriona Wright, Amy Sutton, and Chloe Jackson. Moira Smith is happy to look after this group.

There are 2 transfers in – Ian & Pam Dawson and 1 transfer out – Molly Heywood.

They remembered in prayer and silence: Emily Dickinson, Barbara Richmond, Nancy Scruton and Lois Greenwood.

Nick is to write to people on the community list inviting them to the Christmas services.

The Pastoral dedication Service is on Sunday 7 December at 10.45am.

WORSHIP CONSULTATION: Nick gave a report, cradle roll should have been this Sunday, but has now been moved to 1st February 2009. 

There had been discussion regarding the resuming of the discussion type service.

Church Anniversary is in June asking David Bucktrout to take the service.

Mothering Sunday Jenny Peacock to lead.

21st December Starbeck School Choir at the Carol Service plus a Nativity.

Because of the increase in the technology within the services, Nick asked if anyone is interested in helping in this field, any one wishing to help or find out more to contact Malcolm Binks.

OUTREACH TEAM: Back to church in September was successful in the point that we made contact with an awful lot of people, Chris asked that we keep that contact, and any visitors are made welcome and are spoken to when attending our church services.

Steve Price was a resounding success although the cost was a little expensive, but was thought to have been worth it as he was so entertaining, particularly for the children. People who do not usually attend our church for functions came with their children and enjoyed it very much.

We will be carol singing again this year, Chris Atkins to action.

MEMBERSHIP CLASSES & APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP:

Nick apologised to the meeting, as the list of names should have been brought to Church Council before being made members! However, he asked that we now approve the list. 

Sophie, Laura, Chloe, Catriona, Claire & Amy were made members and were brought to the council in retrospect.

CHILDREN’S & YOUTH WORK inc. BOYS & GIRLS BRIGADE:

Break Out (MAYC no longer exists) was this year at Cliff College, A fantastic time was had by all, 7 attended from the district, this was subsided by our church & circuit funds.

CIRCUIT LEVEL Pannal 16th November all year 7, 8 9 invited to Performing arts (circus stuff etc) open for all. Years 10, 11, plus, Green Belt Christian Festival planned.

Nick reported that there we have secured a fantastic link with Starbeck school, the children are visiting the building on a regular basis, and are starting to see our church as their church, Nick is also closely working with Springwater school.

Nick said that he was pleased that we had a splendid Girls & Boys Brigade, Robin reported that all was well and have 8 leaders and numerous helpers.

Geoff asked if there had been a report from the Brownies. Nick had not had contact with the leader for a while, however they are still meeting here on a Monday evening, but they do not attend church for church parade. Nick wanted to do a faith badge with them but has not followed this up yet.

CHURCHES TOGETHER:

All the church ministers met at Wydale and had a good time together.

Starbeck, St Andrews, St Aelreds & Christ Church would like to do something during Advent together.

There is now a listen to ‘Pray as you go’ website: It is possible to download 2 weeks work on to a MP3 player.

The Pulpit exchange planned for January – Christian Unity, Christ Church to swap with Starbeck.

SPIRITUAL LIFE OF THE CHURCH:

The Prayer meetings are a small but faithful group, which meet on Wed morn 8.45 to 9.30. The Prayer tree is used. They also pray through the pastoral list using a different one each week.

There are also plans to set up a Saturday prayer; this could be useful as it is a golden opportunity while the coffee morning is on. “Looking forward and looking out”. Nick encouraged all to come & pray.

Bible study is every other Wed; Geoff also runs one once a month.

Men’s Fellowship sadly has to close after January 2009. There is to be a service in celebration for what they have achieved over the years.

Do we want to adopt a single charity over the year rather than different ones (Christmas Harvest etc?) Do we want to support a charity Mission over seas? Nick would like to develop links with and gat some feed back. All agreed this was a good idea; this is to be discussed at other meetings.

BB/GB charity for the year - Children’s. Hospices.

AOB

Church & Society Rob gave a report, 

Darryl Hackett (Youth for Christ) is to do a presentation play + narrative, similar to the Performing arts at Pannal. 

Charity Day on 8th December. David Hunt ~ Interact. 

Churches Together - Carol singing – Market square 6.00pm 8th December. 

Shopper’s rest room 20th December. 

Methodist web site www.sourcetalk.co.uk DVD available – Shaun Swithenbank has a copy.

Mike Clipston has been approached to let outsiders have a sleep over some time in Feb or March. We think this has come from North Yorkshire C.C, We do reach the required standard, however it was felt that we needed more information regarding the age group etc. Resource Team to be given authority to make the decision.

Martin Brassington Local Preachers Recognition service Thursday 23rd October, all invited to attend.

Circuit Advent Service 30th November at Starbeck.

Dates of next meetings Thursday 19th Feb & 15th October 2009
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