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Starbeck Methodist Church Council Meeting

Thursday 11th February 2010 @ 7pm

Present: Rev Nick Witham [Chairman] Chris Thomas [Secretary] George & Jenny Lillie, Chris Robson, Anne Hoole, Chris Binks, Maureen Newbould, Judith Dewhurst, Julia Mosley, Chris Atkins, Joyce Routh, Chris & Sue Lynch, Andrew Bachelor, Shirley Clark, Kathryn Smith, Robin Wilkinson, Ian Dawson,
Mike Clipston, Rob Allan, Margaret Light, Malcolm Binks.

Nick said a prayer for the late Alan & Audrey Johnson and Gordon Nowell.

Devotions: 1 Kings 11 v 4 onwards – Solomon’s distractions away from GOD.

Apologies: Shirley Clapham, Joseph Smith, Jenny Smith, Doreen Thompson.

Minutes from previous meeting & matters arising: 

Page 2: Letter to all in church regarding the deficit in the church accounts asking for consideration to increase their giving.

Page 4: Explore course and holiday club also Know & grow, Church weekend away on this agenda.

Circuit meeting taking place on 24 March, Malcolm Binks, Chris in reserve Rob Allan & Margaret Light. 
Nick expressed how important the meeting is to be.

Synod: Future, Shaun Swinthenbank is not being replaced after his placement in Durham as Superintendent. Nick advised that as a result of this he would not be as available for our own church services at Starbeck as he has been in the past. This is to be on the agenda at the circuit meeting, however, before the meeting the proposals will be made known to the senior stewards, so that they will be prepared.
No decision has been made yet as to the joining with Knaresborough, Wetherby, Tadcaster etc, discussions are on going.
Rosemary Cosgrave is also leaving to go to stoke. Other circuit aspects re Youth works, Nick said would be discussed later in the meeting.

Appointments: 
Members of the Meeting S/O 613 (2) Constitution of Church Council
Church Council Secretary:


Chris Thomas

Treasurer:




Andrew Batchelor

Stewards:




Malcolm & Chris Binks (job share)







George & Jenny Lilly (job share)







Julia Mosley







Martin Brassington







Joyce Routh







Kathryn Smith







Chris Robson







Ian Dawson

Elected Representatives:


Shirley Clapham







Maureen Newbould







Margaret Light







Sue Lynch







Doreen Thompson

Resources team Chair:



Julia Mosley
Resources team Sec:



Chris Atkins

Bookings Sec:




Mike Clipston

Safeguarding Officer:



Rob Allan

Worship Meeting Convenor:


Vacancy

Local Preacher:




Laura Brassington

First Steps:




Diane Button

Sundi Club Sec:




Pauline Mulholland

GB Captain / Leader in Charge:


Jenny Smith

BB Captain:




Robin Wilkinson

Young person:




Joseph Smith

Ladies Network: 



Vacancy

Outreach:




Chris Atkins

Pastoral Sec:




Anne Hoole

Ladies Circle:




Shirley Clark

Finances: 
Andrew read the treasurers report and distributed a copy to all members of church council who were present. The accounts for 2008 / 9 have now been audited. A new bank mandate regarding new signatures for church accounts - Chris Binks, Andrew Batchelor, Aline Nowell & Edward Smith.

Report from Resources: Julia read the report:

Quinquennial Wiring Inspection: 

· The inspection of the church & community centre building was undertaken in November and the report has been received. Several issues were raised. Keith & Malcolm have studied the report and the following actions have been taken:

· Charlie Fisher is to be asked to prioritise and cost the recommendations for work to be done in the church premises.

· Malcolm & Keith are to arrange a meeting with Kevin Gaye to discuss things outstanding, electrical issues in the youth & community centre and clarify who is liable for the cost of any work done.

Freezer ~ Luncheon club have requested permission to buy a small freezer for church (they will pay). This was agreed and discussion is taking place for the best place to site it.

Repairs: A window has been repaired in the youth & community centre and the kitchen window has been repaired.

RECOMMENDATION re Cleaners wages:

This matter was discussed the committee recommended to the church council that the cleaner’s wages are increased to £7.00 per hour to take effect immediately. This was proposed and seconded.
Schedule A:  This is now complete and the committee agreed for it to be signed as correct.

Safeguarding: Rob Allen reported that the whole procedure regarding CRB checks is changing, however, we are still waiting for this to happen, but, there is training currently going on as ‘Train the Trainers’. Starbeck Methodist is ahead of other churches on this issue.

No report re Health & Safety.

Bookings & Church Warden Report: Mike would like a deputy for this position to help him out when he is not available.

The family History Association ran course before Christmas and have booked a further 10 sessions.

There have been several enquiries regarding use of rooms; however these have come to nothing. 
Woodlands Methodist are trying to raise money for church improvements and Harrogate Male Voice Choir have offered their services for free, however the choir do not like their church for concerts and Mike has offered our premises for Saturday 13th March.

Two other bookings have been taken for outside organisations one of which will bring the Shepherd Concert Band in July 2010.

Mike is concerned that our car park will be used when Starbeck Library becomes permanent at the Adult Training centre over the road; he has asked us all to be vigilant of this practise.

The resources room seems to have become a general dumping ground and Mike has arrangements in hand for a tidy up. 

Mike thanked all members who enquire as to the availability of rooms before using them.

Mike has asked again that members of all inside organisations of the church make sure that Mike is aware if they are using the premises for meetings etc.

Worship Consultation is without a secretary at the moment, However, Nick announced that there will be Easter devotions from Mon 29 March 7 pm Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs,  Friday 6.30 onward all night.
Gail Hunt taking Family Parade Sunday 11th April.

Alan Bolton taking Family Parade Sunday 13th June. 
World Cup service on Sunday 20th June.
Café style on Sunday16th May.

Prayer meetings held at our church every Wed Morning and we are to try a prayer breakfast on Saturday morning.

There are 3 Worship leaders going to be used more, however, some are already involved. 

Outreach: Chris Atkins gave the report:
The November meeting focused on the Know & grow project and how we should take that forward.

They had a short meeting in January to discuss the format of the General Church meeting that had been set up to look at some of the issues that had emerged as a result of the Know & Grow project.

They also set Sat 19 June from 2pm to 5pm for the ‘Fun for All’ Open Afternoon – a great success last year and was mentioned on the Know & grow questionnaires. The aim is to project the various groups who are involved here, also providing refreshment & entertainment for all ages.
The team is small in number and would appreciate more members, particularly to help organise the ‘Fun for all’ day.

Next meeting March 2nd, 7pm at church.

Pastoral: Anne Hoole gave her report:

Membership at the start of 2009

144

From another church 



Mrs Dorothy Armin

From other denominations


Mrs Dorothy Barnes







Mr Terry Barker & Mrs Claire Barker 
From another country



Mrs Kari Laudenslager
Transferred to another circuit


Mrs Mollie Haywood







Mrs Margaret Gough







Mrs Hazel Saunders

Died





Mr Derek Overend







Mr George Ripley







Mrs Freda Lee







Mr Alfred Thompson







Ceased to meet




Mr Gregory Nowell







Mrs Kathryn Prentice

Current Membership



140 as at 31/10/2009

Community Roll




354

Baptisms




8

Weddings




3

Funeral





8

Transferred since 31/10/2009


Mrs Rachel Batchelor

Deaths





Mr Geoff Wilkinson







Mr Alan Johnson & Mrs Audrey Johnson







Mr Gordon Nowell

Membership 




135

Community 




353

Explore, ran a session 6 to 8 people interested as well as older members who attend our church but are not members. Dates are to be published shortly.

Childrens & Youth Work: Circuit run the ‘Pulse’ year 7 to 9 once a quarter, building up a group who recently went to Ampleforth and Nick reported that this had been extremely successful.

Xtreme cell meet off church premises. 

Xtreme over 18’s meeting in adventurous places both meet once a month.

Confirmations: starting 7 June 2010 possible service in September.

Sundi Club – Continues to be a great success, they are running out of space. They now have over 30 children & young people attending.

Mark Wheatley & Vicki Fisher have agreed to take boys year 6 & 7 as a separate group. The committee agreed their approval for this to happen.

Nick is taking a group to Breakout (formally MAYC) in July this year.
Boys Brigade – Robin Wilkinson: They are currently in the BB competition season; there is a fire drill due, badge work on course. There were 4 members of staff who attended a worship training session in Hull.

Kathryn reported on behalf of Girls Brigade: This years District camp is at Thirsk, sleeping in a church hall with various activities planned for the weekend. Badge work on course, had sleep over at our church, 4 girls going for Young Leader training. They also have had a Manicure & Pedicure evening.

Churches together: Starbeck children’s holiday club, we are hoping to join with St Andrews with a view to us taking the older children for activities at our church but as a joint venture. We are also hoping to be involved with Sam Ainsworth re Starbeck Gala – having a joint church presence, and to include a football event for year 5 & 6 & Northern Saints year 7.

Know & Grow: Various items came up for discussion: comments all to be handed over to the relevant committees. All concerns to be raised. There are 3 actionable targets to achieve. Nick encouraged all to be part of the meetings.

Worship Consultation 29 April, Next Outreach 2 March.

Church Weekend Away: Places going fast hope to see as many as possible. Concern was raised over payment? Nick stressed however, that we are to go forward in faith and hope there will be enough money to pay for all who want to go. This is to be a present from the church for everyone.
Simon Mulholland has taken over editing the LINK.

A.O.B Trustee Liability Indemnity Insurance, we have been asked to consider this. Members of Resources Committee are to discuss and to bring recommendations back to Church Council. The copy to be circulated among members of the committee. If the team thinks it is important enough to action, then to proceed – the committee agreed for this to go ahead.

Date of next meeting: 

 Thursday 7th October 2010 at 7 pm

     
 Thursday 10th February 2011 at 7pm.

General Church Meeting:
Thursday 15 April 2010 all encouraged to attend.

 The meeting closed at 8.30pm

